Now is the time to work toward your landscape goal

By Cris RopriQuez

This is the time of year to
work towards a grear spring.
January is a good time ro work
toward any laindecape goal you
have for March. For example, if
you want a beautiful vegerable
garden do not wait until March,
Start now. [ will go further in
depth in this subject later in the
article. If your flowers aren't
doing =0 well, then beauriful
winter baskets are casy to main-
tain and will give you a wonder-
ful show for the next two
months . until  spring  rolls
around.

Everyone  has  questions
about pruning, Local Landscape
Architect and SMU instructor,
Michael Parkey said “Right now
is a grear time ro prune beciuse
almest everything is still fully
dommant™. Pruning is grear for
your trees and ' shrubs. It pro-
mores good, structural growth,
which in retum gives you a
healthy plant. Be careful not to
prune anything that is an early
spring bloomer - (dogwoods,
plums, fruit trees, azaleas, saucer
magnolias, ctc.) because you
will be cutting off flowers.
Everyone has different opinions
on how to prune crape myrtles.
In my opinion, if you want your
crape myrtle o grow then do
not prune unless there is some-
thing structurally wrong with it.
If you want to maintin the

blooms then cut off all of the
sceds pods by simply cutting
about 12 inches off of the
canopy. Overall the crape myr-
tle is a very resilient, omamen-
tal tree and in most cases will do
just fine in our North Texas ¢li-
mate,

American  Warer . Works
Association (AWWA)  esti-
mates that homes with sprinkler
systems use 35% more water
than those without. It is wise ro
install a rain and frecze sensor (if
you do not have one already)
because ‘it will prevent your

Trimming sprinkler system
YOUT trees is very from tuming on
important. | when it is mining
always emphasize or freezing. It is
being proactive also against the
with your rtree law if you do not
trimming. If have one. The
there is another number one
ice storm then killer of our land-
the weighr of the : scapes s overs
ice can break a ] watering, - Local
el islic Mass s
your property. It Carol  'Marsh,
is essential to observe yourprop-  says, “The best thing to do is 1o
erty and look for potential acei-  revise your whole sprinkler sys-

dents such as these and ke
action right away. In the end
you will save yourself a big
headache. Also, now is a good
time to cut down your mistleroe.
It might look healthy and green
but it is a parasitic plant that is
robbing nutrients from your tree
and if ler alone, will kill - ir.
Now is the time to look at your
irmigation system. You can do
your part to conserve our pre-
cious commodity, water. On
average Dallas receives an aver-
age of 34" per year. However
2008 has ended with only a
ol of 27.10" of rin. The

THE PArk B CrtiEs NEws

Tz Omcias Lecas Puaticanion O Tus Park Crres Soven 1938

tem ro make sure everything is
in working order with a licensed
imrigator”. A Licensed Imrigator
will have the letrers “LI™ in front
of their number and will aleo
have a pocket cand showing the
license number. For example my
license number is L116047.
Right now isa great time to
ransplant trees, shrubs, and
perennials. If you want o move
ashruborif a tree is 100 close o

another and would benefit from

giving it more space, do it now.”

However do not move the early
spring bloomers or any kind of

bulb because they are starting 1o
grow and in some cases are
blooming. For example, you do
not want to move bearded iris
unless they are just barely grow-
ing. If they have grown more
than an inch, then do not move
them. The pood time 10 move
would be in August. Just

remember, if you are going to

move anything, be sure ro
watch for ice storms and be pre-
pared to shelter your newly
transplanted plant with mulch
Of 0l COVer.
If you have any weeds in
your yard right now then you
cut them immediately.
If you let them grow then they
will ‘perminate sceds, which
multiply. very quickly. It is

important that you mow your |

Lawn if you see anything getting
rall right now. As always, mow-
ing on a regular schedule will
help prevent and choke weeds
our.

If you are thinking of plant-
ing or gardening in the spring
then do not wait. Ger a jump-
start and do it now: It is wise 1o
think of what you are going to
plant ahead of time and adjust
the soil 1o plants beneficial
requirements. Most of the time
people bring home a plant and
believe that all you have o do is
plant it but if you do not have
the comect dminage or soil for
your plant than it will not flour-

ish. For example, if you are
poing to plant azaleas then you
should add acidity to your bed
and rla;pl:we the soil with azalea
soil. If you are planning a veg.
ctable garden then start adding
compost and rilling up your sofl
and in some cases start planting.
Local = Resident,  Renne
Hansford, says, “If you are Jook-
ing for a great flower display to
get you by until spring then [
sugpest putting some beautiful
cool weather baskets”, They can
be hanging baskets ‘or pots.

cy are casy (o maintain this

time of year because they keep
weir moisture very well and you
can fill them up with a variety of
beautiful *colors,  sizes, and
shapes. You can see examples on
my website at redoutdoors.com.
Citrrently there is a 20% off Bas-
kets, pats and tree trinuning on
the front page of my website.
Ifyou have any questions or
need help with tree trimming,
sprinkler  systems, pruning,
beautiful pots, or any other
landseape need please contact
me  at  972-489.7862 or
cris@redoutdoors.com.




